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The first events planned for the celebration of Henry Bell's Comet are due to
take place in June 2012 -- only 5 months away! The organising group is
working hard to complete arrangements. However we will not be able to put everything in place without .......................
money!
.............................. Finance
Some funding has been obtained and we are of course very grateful for this, but there is always scope for more. So far
we have
Inverclyde Council Common Good Fund
Argyll and Bute Council
Hugh Fraser Foundation
Historic Scotland
Individual donations

£10,000 (to be spent in the Inverclyde area)
£6,000
£2,000
£1,000
£250

However the target is to try to raise roughly another £7,000.
Glasgow's Riverside Museum
This magnificent new museum opened at the end of June and contains
several good displays on Henry Bell and the Comet. In particular the
engine of the second Comet has a prominent position -- this is the vessel
which sank with considerable loss of life after a collision off the Cloch
Lighthouse near Gourock. The engines of the first Comet are in the Science
Museum in London.
Glasgow Life, the body which operates the city's museums on behalf of
Culture and Sport Glasgow, is to be congratulated on what it has achieved
at the Riverside Museum. The demands which preparing for the opening of
the Riverside Museum placed on the staff of Glasgow Life naturally meant
that they did not have the resources to become involved in a substantial
way in helping to organise the Comet Bicentenary.
Some dates for your diary
Friday 22 June 2012 will mark the start
of the annual Comet Festival in Port
Glasgow with a street parade and party.
The following day the main event - the
Gala Day with all sorts of activities will take place in Coronation Park.
Because 2012 is a special year, the
Festival will run for longer than usual,
with a variety of events taking place
daily until Sunday 1 July - see our
website for fuller details.
Saturday 4th August 2012 is when
events will start in Helensburgh. These
will include a visit to Helensburgh by a
number of small steam boats. Where
they will be on the day will be
dependent on weather and (to a lesser

extent) tides. These small vessels should prove to be an attractive feature on the day. It is also hoped that the Royal
Navy will provide a ship of some sort.
Comet Archway in Helensburgh
Although Helensburgh has a fine
obelisk on its West Esplanade to
commemorate Henry Bell, there is
nothing as obvious to link the town
with the Comet as the replica of the
vessel which was built for the
150th anniversary and which now
stands on a plinth near the centre of
Port Glasgow. However plans are
well advanced to produce a steel
archway as a permanent memento
of the Comet, somewhere on or
near Helensburgh Pier. The main
steelwork for this would be carried
out by the apprentices being trained
by Babcock Marine at Faslane, and other groups and individuals are providing their services free of charge.
Other events being planned
Exhibitions - in various locations.
A Henry Bell Trail - visit all the places connected with him - CD and/or leaflet.
Talks on the life and work of Bell - details to follow.
Schools programme.
Sailing competition.
The Comet Bicentenary Website
....... and lastly our dedicated website will be online shortly at www.comet-2012.co.uk
Keep an eye on it for news of further events.
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